Illinois Wesleyan University

Digital Commons @ IWU
John Wesley Powell Student Research
Conference

2016, 27th Annual JWP Conference

Apr 16th, 10:00 AM - 11:00 AM

Are Women Winning? Does Descriptive Representation of Women
in Parliament Lead to Woman-Friendly Policy in Sub-Saharan
Africa?
Molly Willeford
Illinois Wesleyan University

Kathleen Montgomery, Faculty Advisor
Illinois Wesleyan University

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalcommons.iwu.edu/jwprc
Part of the Education Commons, and the Political Science Commons

Willeford, Molly and Montgomery, Faculty Advisor, Kathleen, "Are Women Winning? Does
Descriptive Representation of Women in Parliament Lead to Woman-Friendly Policy in SubSaharan Africa?" (2016). John Wesley Powell Student Research Conference. 1.
https://digitalcommons.iwu.edu/jwprc/2016/oralpres/1

This Event is protected by copyright and/or related rights. It has been brought to you by Digital
Commons @ IWU with permission from the rights-holder(s). You are free to use this material in any
way that is permitted by the copyright and related rights legislation that applies to your use. For
other uses you need to obtain permission from the rights-holder(s) directly, unless additional rights
are indicated by a Creative Commons license in the record and/ or on the work itself. This material
has been accepted for inclusion by faculty at Illinois Wesleyan University. For more information,
please contact digitalcommons@iwu.edu.
©Copyright is owned by the author of this document.
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Oral Presentation O1.1

Are Women Winning? Does Descriptive Representation of Women in
Parliament Lead o Woman-Friendly Policy In Sub-Saharan Africa?
Molly Willeford and Kathleen Montgomery*
Political Science Department, Illinois Wesleyan University

Under what conditions will women’s presence in elective office promote woman-friendly
policies? The research outlined here will examine this question through a comparison of
six Sub-Saharan African democracies (Benin, Botswana, Lesotho, Senegal, South Africa
and Tanzania). Women have been elected into sub-Saharan African parliaments in record
numbers, to descriptive representation, but is this leading to increased substantive
representation, or the enactment of policies that focus on and benefit women? Following
a Most Similar Systems design, this research develops an original composite scale to
measure woman-friendly policy and finds that there is no clear relationship between
descriptive and substantive representation. The remainder of the analysis seeks to identify
the factors that lead to the breakdown between women’s presence and woman-friendly
policy. While no relationship between descriptive and substantive representation exists,
different institutional and cultural perspectives at play influencing woman-friendly policy
in this region.

